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NEW YORK — "Whsn was the last time you heard
someone in the news business lay it on the line
about his rivals?”’ asked Leonard Saffir, in ad-
dressing a standing room crowd at the Overseas

~ Press Club. -

o,

Saffir, a voferan— of Haarsts lntarnatmnal Naws.

Service and more recently administrative assistant
to former Sen. James Buckley (Cons, — N.Y.), is
sditor-in-chief and publisher of what promises.to be

"New York City’s fourth daily newspaper {five, if you

count the Wall Streat Joumal although thlsﬁxs a
national newspaper.) - S
- Early in the morning of Monday January 9 1978

’ 200 000 copies of The Trib ‘will be delivered to

kiosks,. as -well as. to.The- Trib’s own wvending

machines, in an area running from Trenton, N.J. to-

Mew Haven. The Trib, as a Monday through. Friday
tabloid, appears to be the.first conservative — but
not reactionary — newspaper since the absorption
of Hearst’s Journal-Amaerican - into. the jll-fated
World-Journal -Tribune, more than a decade ago.
In his- addrass to the Overssas Press Club on
September 15th, Publisher Saffir gave- voluable
notice that The Trib will not hesitate.to mix up with

the Big Apple’s media establishment — whlch ho_

procseded to roast with apparent relish:

* *“Tha Times suffers from terminal dullness; Ths ’
: Danly Naws suffers from dalusions of grandeur. and .

‘;_The {(New York) Post just suffers.” -

“The Timas has become almost a parody of

ﬂltsslf Jt's 30 complicated that they should give
“away a roadmap and a compass...And what about

the ‘New York Times’ obsession with food? | hear
Punch Sulzberger is going to start a new series call-

“ed “TheOns Hundred Most Needy Recnpas T

' doesn t know what to do with itself...}t 3eems 10 ex- |
ist as a kind of living museum..
“for the: average professional, or -factory worker, or -

"The Times Is successful,’

At doesn’'t speak to or

“Businessman of woman, or taxpayer in New York. It

‘speaks down to them in a maan, sco!dmg tono. Ilke a

schoolmaster in a Dickens novel - .
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fat, ‘stuffy” “and

<o Y of.

= “Did you rsad the Timas™ saditorials on the
looting and rioting during the blackout? When |
finished reading about how guilty all non-looting
riotars should fsel, | wanted to go to the local police

_station and turn myself in. Against all of the
evidence that has accumulated during ths past 15

yaars, The Times is still putting out the same high-
mindad wrong-headed sociology that brough this
great city to its knees. | -wonder what Punch
Sulzbarger would say if rioters and looters sntered
The Times bullding and vandalizad the placa, braak-

ing everything they couldn’t carry away?" {ED‘

NOTE: Ask Katherine Graham).
- * "The Timas is arrogant in its’ smugnuss lt is in-
su!atad from reality. it is contemptuous of the values

of the people on the sirestcorner, the peopls who

run the buninesses and work in the factoriss and

- patrol the heats and put out the fires all over this ci-

ty. The Times is living off its legend. Its time has
come — -and gona. It .is -& zombie newspapar

- 7 wandering around without dxscamlbla purpoae and
wnthout spirit.” :

* "To The Da;ly Naws, ewdance of sanousness
means hiring those two aging wonder boys of the
nineteen sixties, the inventors of the chip-on-
shoulder school of journalism, Breslin and Hamill.
These two openly despiss and ridicula the moderate
conservative values and life styies of the avsrage
New Yorkar. Hamill teils us that.the best thing Is for
government to nationalize tha oll and gas industry.
Bresiin lecturas us about the necessity to be kind to
rampaging looters and -othsr criminals. This
economic illiteracy and social lrraaponsablhty is what

. ‘Tho New News’' has sunk to.”

*.*"There is not really much to iay about The Post

" not in mixad -company. Let ma. just say that
“-(Rupert} Murdoch has performad a miracle. He has
~taken The New.York Post and.with. millions of
- dollars and immense effort actually made it into’ 8
‘mors deplorable newspaper than it was before —
something we ail thought was impossible. Mur-‘:
- doch’s- coverage: of the Son of Sam murders wili
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" nasdy. |f this be an acute case of flag-waving, so be
It That's where:The Trib stands.” DI
.. During an Interview In his office — part of one
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conserva_tlsmi and liberalism. We are not an
ideological puff sheet, but a newspaper that respects

The Times.”” . .

.last. We are not jingolsts — but we ARE

in order to be helpful to the poor.and elderly and the

acre. of office space on the fourth floor of 711 Third
Avae: in the heart of Manhattan — Suffir was asked

. by Panax Newspapers why he feels so confident that
- The Trib.can succeed where so many newspapers
have either died, or failed to go to press. . = - i ..

“We. -know: enough -about ths newspape

"businass.j‘.ho replied, “to realize :hat you no longer

haye to invest in the purchase of presses as well as a
building to house them right below or behind the

rest of the offices and the newsroom, All our printing B
will.be done under contract in New Jersey. All our
. copy goes on terminals and into the computers with

. "

a press run from midnight to 3:00 a.m..

Con
A

~-ideas..We believe our format will appeal to adver- .
“'tisers, bacause; thelir ads will not be buried in the -
“kind of peek-a-boo-1-see-you confusion that marks’

January 9th. Doesn’t tnis sug?est a gimilarity to the
proposed New York Press of John Shaheen, who

.spent several million dollars over 2 numbar of years,

but now has now abandoned plans to publish? - -
2. Shahesan, was an ol ‘man, who didn't know the

newspaper “business.-He bought buildings and

N . . s i [ R PP . H
* “Do we have any blssesi-You bet! We.are pre-, . 'Presses and chartered the Queen Elizabet
judiced in-favor of this city and its paople. We favora '
- .strong, free aconomic system that benefits workers, - -
- businessmen and women, and investors..We don't -
belon?. to . that - school ,of journalism that puts

- America

: convinced that with al) its faults, this nation is the. .
:great hope of mankind .. Qur nation must be FREE

Saffir pointed out two mors economies: ‘leasing a

_floor instead of buying a building — and the exten-

sive use of ‘syndicated columns. “Murdoch of The

. Post for some reason dropped George Will. The

Washington Post Writers Group salesman’ was in

.our office the same day, and now we have Will. Tha

Times won't even buy syndicated material. And
speaking of that newspaper, we have just hired thair

" business editor and a former- advertising director.”

--the basis of the city, rather.than the circulation. So-
. we haven't taken AP.”. :

...How about the wire service? T
- “We will have UPI and Reuters. AP charges on

T How has The New York Times rescted to The
rib? | o, .
““There has been a blackout on Trib news in New

. York City. The Times, the newspaper of record, sur-
., pressey stories about The Trib. At least three major

" stories, writtenn and filed by respected Times
" - staffers, ‘have been killed by management Ths

“{"We have aiso contracted out all of our dlétribu- o

~tion, ‘And Just as with the printers, we have backups -

in case of stoppage for any cause. We'll pay our own

staffers comparable salaries and benefit scales. But

we have no direct contracts with any unions.” -
What about advertising? - -t

" “"We have contacted every ad agency in New York

and without exception there has been & great deal of

enthusiasm and support. The people of New York

want anather paper, philosophiceally. They have bsen
_pushed around and subjected to high rates.”

- Originally there were reports that The Trib might

come out around Thanksgiving time. Now it's

Times matro editor, Sydney Schanberg, was quoted
in The Wall Street Journal (which has been fair) &s

. saying: ‘It is our ususl practice to write about new

.publications when they happen. ,'_I‘his one hasn't

. happened,”’ .

Saffir laughed' héhrtily at this -expllanation and

" retorted: o

“While Shaheen was stru'gglin‘g unsuccessfully to

~get out The New York Press, The Times wrote a

number of lengthy pieces -—— becauss Shaheen was
planning an afternoon paper.”

= LK.
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for a .
.. press junket. We are newspapermen and we realizad
- that Thanksgiving is really too late to gst the holiday
. advertising. But you can be sure we will be on the
- .gtreots-on January 9th,”" 1 -
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